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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/623,115 



Examiner 

Edward J. Cain 



Applicant(s) 

GRAF ET AL. 
Art Unit 



Period .^^^''^^^^^^^^^^-ommun^ca.on appears on the c-^ sHeet ..th the Lespon,ence Jc/res ^ 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended perrd™p~S;'statl^^^^^^^^^^ "^^'""9 "''^ °f «^'- comn,unication 

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after thp rnamnn , .k- ^PP"<^"°" '° "ecome ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33) 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b) ^ ' communication, even if timely filed, may reduce Iny 

Status 

1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 August 2004 
2aO This action Is FINAL. 2b)KI This action Is non-final 

30 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qaay/e, 1935C.D. 11. 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ISI Clalm(s) 14-30 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration 

5) KI Claim(s) 21-30 is/are allowed. 

6) ISI Claim(s) 14.16.18 and 20 is/are rejected. 
7M Claim(s) 15. 17 and ia Is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

10)0 The drawlng(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
1 1 )n ^7"^ sheet(s) ir^duding the correction is required If the drawing(s) Is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 

1 DD The oath or declaration .s objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acl<nowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)D All b)D Some * c)^ None of: ( )Wor (t). 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3. a Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In thirTi^iTonal Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachnient{s) 



1) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) . x rn . 

2) □ Notice Of Draftspersor,. Patent Drawir,g Review (PT0.948) ^ ItTZSZ:^^'' 

' ^ PatTSsTM^Da;: "''^"^"'^^^ R °' PatenW-lcatior, (PTO-152) 

* 6) LJ Otiier: . 
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Art Unit: 1714 

The Brief on Appeal received August 30, 2004 has been made of record. 
A new rejection is presented below in view of applicants' arguments. 
Prosecution on the merits is hereby reopened. 
Claims 14-30 are pending. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described a<5 sPt 
forth m section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought trbe Sen^pd ^nH 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have bSiTbS at the t^^^^^^^ 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said ZLt rnStroertains 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made ^ 

Claims 1 4, 1 6, 1 8 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Crompton in view of Aust et al. 

Crompton discloses compositions for the manufacture of fire resistant 
components. These compositions are taught as comprising phenolic resin/cure systems 
(column 3, lines 43-44), inorganic fillers such as kaolin and glass (claim 2) and 
vermiculite (claim 8). Since these compositions are by design intended as fire resistant, 
the kaolin and glass are seen as inherently meeting applicants' limitation to "high 
temperature resistant" while vermiculite is seen as functioning as a "heat activatable 
swelling agent". 

This reference lacks an explicit disclosure of "furane-resin-free" phenolic resin. 
The reference to Aust et al teaches the suitability of furan free phenolic resins for 
the production of similar fire resistant insulating materials. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize 
furan free resins as taught by the secondary reference in the compositions of Crompton 
with the reasonable expectation that satisfactory results would ensue. 

Claims 15, 17 and 19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
Claims 21-30 are allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edward J. Cain whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1 1 18. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 10:00 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Vasu Jagannathan, can be reached on 571 272-1 1 19. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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